DESCRIBED. 


In a Sermon preached at Pauli the 
24. day of Func. 1655. 
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ur e V1inss Preacher of Gods 


Word at Laurence- Jury, London. 
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2 Con. 2. 17. 
We are not as many which corrupt the Word of 


Sul, but as of ſincerity, but as of God ſpeak 
we in C briſt, 
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The em of Minds 


Descnx1Bep. 
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2 Cor. 11. 3. 
But I fear lei by any meanes as the Serpent beguiled 
Eve by his ſubtilty, fo your mindes ſboula be cor- 
_ rapted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, or ws 
a towards Chriſt, 


5 N & 5 che mother of Chriſt truly was, ſo 
> IN fte Church of Chꝛriſt may be truly 
N — called e uirnp (as Clem. Alex. 

=, = KS fairh ) a virgin mother. 

, The fruitfulneſs of her womb to 


bring forth children unto; God. 
The fulneſs of her breaſts robnispehem up un- 
to God, ſpaik her —_— 1 
The 


—ü— ey —_— — 


2 _Thecorrs row of minde deſcribed. ee 
The fimplicity of the faith, chaſtity of worſnhip, 
ſincerity. of love, integrity of life, ſpeak her a 


Virgin. | r 
bein anſwers the type of him the high Prieſt, 
Levit, 21.14. 4 widow or 4 harlot, he ſhall not tate, 
but he ſhalltake _a virgin to wife. 
And therefore it is the ſcope of the Goſpel- 
Miniſters whom God ſends (as Abraham did his, 
ſervant with Commiſſion to procure a wife for 
his ſon) d to fit and treat a match to eſpouſe 


chaſte virgins unto Chriſt, ver. 2. 
Which ſcope if we do but carry in our eye, and 
aime at in our Miniſtery, we ſhould avoid the too 


much uſed folly, and imbtace the ſucceſsfull foo- 


liſhneſs of Goſpel-preaching. We may juſtly ask 
the cauſe of our Apoſtle his feare, left this Corin- 
thian virgin ſhould become a Thazs, for unjuſt ſuſ- 


. pition is a kind of ſlander to chaſtity: and the que- 


ſtion is, how the Apoſtlecould ſay, Fam jealous, 
for the virgin was not eſpouſed to him, but Chriſts 
Miniſters are but the ſpołes- men, the dyprlar vas 
pee vg treating for Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
they neither ſowe nor mowe for themſelvs,there- 
fore he takes off the doubt in that expreſſion, I am 
Jealous auer you © e, with jealouſie of God. 
And he gives the reaſon; The firſt Adams E ve 
was corrupted from her virgin righteouſneſs, and 
ſo may the ſecond Adams eſpouſed virgin (the Co- 
rinthian Church) be corrupted from the ſimplici- 
ty that is in Chriſt. Eve by the Serpent which 
was Satanæ lens, the Devils pander. The Corin- 


thians 


: mindeaiſeribed, 7 
chians by fuch Preachers as he deſcribes to be; bo 
xavorres Thy ee; 2. Cor. 2. 17. Corrupters 
Word, as huckſters by their r do ee 
vinum, adulterate the n viginity of good wine. 
In theſe words you may onficer doch ings-. 
1 The objeof the Apolile his fear; 
2 The inſtance or example, whence he: draws 
| aſimilitude, ſhewing the way. and canes of ac 
compliſhing that he feares. 
x The tbiog he feares is t he corruption and 
conſtupratian: of this clpouledvirgin, which cor- 
tuption he deſcribes, 
By the ſcat of it che minde WEI leſt your 
mindes de corrupted, for the foul veſſell corrupts 
the pureſt liquor corruption begins in the minde, 
— ſay the fiſn begins to ſtink at the head, and 
we know defluxions from the head ae the 
vitals and lower region. 

2 The term 4 q#0 is the ſimplicicy or chaſtity 
that is towards Chriſt, which they had before, and 
which: is required in them thar are eſpouſed to 
Chriſt Jeſus, who ate then corrupted, . 


generate and deviate from their ſimplicity of faith 


and worſhip ; for, we cannot ſay of any of theſe 


virgins eſpouſed to Chriſt, as was ſaid of ihat vir· 


gin, the mother of our Lord, that before they 
came together, the was found to be with child by 
the holy Ghoſt. a 
2 Thel inſtance or example made uſe of for 
deſcribing the way of | corrupting the minde from 


the 1 that is in Chriſt,” is the firſt and an- 


cienteſt 


4 Thea 
2 e example 


i the 3 any meancs 
Serpent; beguiled E ve, &c. Fhis part of 
= Text contains the c ſien and ſic the As, So, -2nd 
there are fourethingsin it. 


4 eee his inſtrument; 
for the Deyilappears not in his own colours, the 
_ ent doth not alwaꝝes weare the ſame ſlough 


in, the Devil ſhearhs himſelt in a fit caſe for 
his purpoſe, for he is dwwnert; unſociable with 
man; there fore hath — — 15. deceit- 
ful warkers, falſe. „and theſe inftruments- 
he puts on, he tempts the proud by, ye ſhalibe a. 
Gods, the ſenſual by the promiſe; hleey.6 ſome by 
oſtentation of holineſs [rms an isa Phaviſaled, 
a monaſticall, Dee Solis, inefs, a holineſs of 
mans making, pu Chunſtby: Peter, Come be- 
hinge me, — 
I T — he Srpe beguiled the woman Eve, for the 
8 by the woman, the 
— y che weaker veſſel the husband by the 
wifez as the Angler tables the fmall fiſh by a worm, 
and then that — ere 2 a bait 
— Seth w z ſoir — his = _ 
captive women, tive earts 0 
the ſip mie, Rom. 16. 18 
3: The way of the Serpents deceiving the wo- 
man, was bycorrupting of her minde, ſee its the 
Apoſtles obſervation, z Tim. 2. 14. that not the 
man, but the woman wasdeccived, becauſe the be- 
lie ved that God had enviouſly ſet them in a lower 
n might he. in, if they eate of the 


fruit 


—— of m—— 
fruit of that trer of khowſedge. | 
4 This deceiving of the woman was by war 1 
as it appears by many teſpects, wherein the ſetpent 4 
prevaricated the words of God, and perverted their 1 
meaning, this ſubcilty or we, 52 of the | 
dices fs aſcribedto dans, * *. 14. | | 
The ſum is, n 
The Golpel-ſtate-of the Churchisealted'a a new 
Creation: I create a nem beavens and a nem earth, 
in this new creation God hath ſer forth another 4. 
dam Jeſus Chriſt, out of this Adam Ec as * 
of the firſt ſleeping, God hath forme | 
this Church is pouſed to the Lord 2 as 
Eve was to the firftas a chaſte virgin, and there are 
Serpents now, as there was one then, that attempt 
the cortu pring of che: n 
— — Im I fen &. 
From the firſt part of che text, the thing feared, | 
I rake up to Doctrine. 
1 T e 78 enen 100. bolder 
9 — 
-2 The corrupt ſcents 
tian, or rece roms 1mplicity | 
The virgin chaſtity of the foul to 
Chrift Jeſus; which loves not — wirh 
any Fucks of meretricious gaudineſs , fimplenefs 
or fimpliciry in vulgar ſpeech, and ſomerimes in 
a ſounds ous: ful, 5 mae Ark want | 
of wu. 
But in the true notion of the word Ir * a 
freedom 


„ The 


Plicit 
P oſition . 


_— hi. — cc 
— 2 


Freedom from compaſition, and ſo we call the fim- 
of Gods being, which is without all com- 


Moſt commonly it is a freedom from mixture of 
heterogencal things which might adulterate puri- 
ty. In Doctrine unlearnedneſs, in faith unfai- 
nedneſs in love ſincerity, in worſhip chaſtity, 


in lite and con yerſation integrity, do make up that 


we call ſimplicity of Chriſt, which I ſhall com- 
dendiate into theſe three. 


1 Simplicity of Docttine. 


2 Of Worlbip. TER 
* 3 Of liſe. 5 07, 033049 einn | 3 
* ö The ſimplicity of Chriſt Was per onal;for be- 


ing in the form of God, he emptied himſelt, and 


took on him he form of a ſervant; Phil. 2. 6. 
official, in the acting ot offices ot his Prieſt, Pro- 
Phet, and. Ming, in great ſimplicity. 

Doctrinal, in the preaching of the Goſpel. 
Converſionall, in the d nent of his life. 
But now I ſpeak of the ſimplicity of his Do- 
&rine,the Docttine of the Goſpel which is a miſte- 
ry that exceeds in glory, 2 Cor.3. g. and which the 
4 ſtoop down to pry into, and yet is in con- 
tempt as fooliſhneſs with the wiſdom of chisworld. 
char ek is a quinteſſence above al elementary lear- 
ning, and tranſcendent above every predicament, 
hath been entertained with Stand thou here, or (it 


under my footfteot,, whereas that which the Apo- 


ſtle calls vain Philoſophy , and g 21007, 
1 29148 "01-4713 30 | clence 


* 
. 
. 
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| i ixture of . as ith we 
would look! tor Chai in that manger wherein 
be lay when he was a. babe, the bird is now 
harchr, and the eggſhel lies empty. 

Here is no cortival mens wels to ſpoile this 
ſimplicity, there remains no place far. them, as 

they ate meritotious, for that ſets hem in the 
chair of Chriſt g nor as they are motives of God 
to juſtifie, for that ſers them in the place of ſree- 
Brace, nor as ran Covenant, fot that 
ets them in the place of faith, but as weine 
of holineſs; for; en in their own place, 


a Egredcortemby this Dorn 
Sim nplioky ot rebate nnd called piricad 


. — 


d Apoſtle ealls the which Were 
= — — — them in the 3 


2 plainneſs of the Goſpel. In matter of wor- 
peat — isthe truth, eee 
—— 14 pra- 


ſi — — hath 
— c 2 


rap reduitus i = 
8 


4 2765 "he Apoſtle b: 
Liane, v b. 1.1. — ia 
an e converſation. in 


215? 


es 
EET TI 


Simplici 
am not a 


7 
12 == | 


—— —_— "rnb 

We maſh ol 
ans wing om 
*ynawing hand: ones. 7 


al 0 ſor young Melanctſ bon, and 
for theſe things ? Ba 


to Chriſt, boch Old I 


Sn one another, and boch to che mer- 
cy ſeat; eee ; he is 
a — 


| Church 85 


dis mote gaudy, but 


wich wick f l Ie Cop ken 


Its vain oile — In — lines;: that 
hang together, a8 ſand be lime, ſtanding 
enen not e 
ing another 


Let a erbrited = in 2 bei 


Phraſe, and though h not with embtoide- 
ry of filverand gold, yet ſurge c ambala, it you 
make the heater arife wall, ies; Harre the 
better. : 1 

tene e Geide the Word a i b. (a 
word taken from up of the ſaciifices) 
to ſhted the intrals into mince meat, or to put the 
text to death and torment. ſoas to make the peo- 


ple cerrche geln wichrhe bloody apts irue 80 
tern of wholf worde. 


The People d 
Are exhorted to hold faſtthis threefold ae. 


ö cizy of Chiift in Dee ee eee. 


{ation. * 


In Doctrine; All Sci 


ute centers in, and L>oks 
eſtament and New as the 


aled in ow) rom — ofthe |,choſe 
ſongs which God God bis 


Do Wi — coghig,Al 
8 raught of Cod. 


Mere {ONO 10] N n 
© dan 1 


{dr ld by en 
ths tee SIAO = 
In life, that yout voice: be not o | | 
and hands Rica? Hons Nc | of 
religion, elſe we'miy havegolden hetds, anch fert 
Sfelaß. £7790! tn 82511111239 24nidy 
To conclude, iet it be our NE me; tHe Git 
plicity a vin Ohriſt, and be not too indulgent 
to yout eas, which hathſs fe been t 
ty of heuers of thoſe At ; 
hither for Jewels tb hiagin | 
for wholſom Bread. 077% bzninibt 508 (19w0P; 


Ler rior the tree of KnowR boy 
fore the tree of life, leſt — to die, you 
cry out with Cræ ſus, Solon 205 who had before 
time xavghr him of bleffed without 7 


e uch ahüftfpliefty of o \ oa 
males en U to fave th Fenn xr 


one hve, 115 becauſe men uſual y 
_ much ery mn po n meg 
nk 1 1 
not in meat e e 152 
1 in the holy Shoſt, 1 B14 ence 
t one ant bra 


"ow & ſoloscy 1 bene does 255 2 
23 theVoetanciently leres t Fee lecke 


bigneſs, diſtance, motion of the Sun, to Mathe- 
maticians, 


par mt 


Dy Kr Bt! 08 as Not nh 11 


= 40. Erba 


Lei m is in 


turn — 
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y hig 1 5 5 
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1 he without 
heir, php wt * e ſenſe, and 
feeling of and work of 
truth Mr 3 Theart is Bur 1 fender guard 
from this corruption of the minde; a man without 
much adoe recedes from barren notions; he at 
feels the warmth and power is not caſily chan 
they did not teceive the truth with love of he 
truth, and therefore God gave them up to effi- 
cacy of errour, 2 Thefſ.2.10; 

4 A ſatiety ordiflikeof ſaving dochibe: when 
novelty is preferred, becauſe it's new, and ancient 
truth, like an old Miniſter, now adayes i is leſſe re- 
garded, the ſtomack is crude and quraſie, and ſo 
reliſhes traſh better 2 who c 910d. 


ail Faber, e chln - 5 Ae e bea 


hold Chriſt; be into the fig tree and 
o let ſober men . that which ele 


equentiy ſaid, 2's wr?ttels 
6 Pride of ki q 


2 


118: 1 Acſh- 
"wi 20 YI un veply pufevp 15 


— — 


many 


me op —— 


_—_— 


16. Thecorruptionof mindedeſcribed. 
many ee der The Novatians would 
not admit lapſed men to communion. The Do- 
natiſts would not beare with mixture in their 
Churches as they pretended , both theſe ſorts of 
men did bear e ee of holineſſe in their 
opinions ; bur, God oth not approve a holineſle 
of mans making , for that which is indeed holi- 
neſſe muſt have upon it Gods ſuperſcription. 


-Uſe. 
For the Uſe of this Doctrine, let me beſpeak 
you in the words of S. Peter, Epiſt. 2. Cap. 3. 
Verſ.penult. Tate heed, le being led away by the er- 
rour of the wic kea, (or of lawleſſ: men) ye fall from 
our ewe ee This — I —— en- 
orce upon you from divers Topicks ox places; as 
namely, the dangerouſneſſe of this diſcaſe which 
ſeizes on the head, from whence(as ſaith the Greek 
Proverb) the fiſh doth firſt begin tobe corrupted, 

| infected, and 


as alſo from the eaſineſſe of 
from the difficul:y of the cure: bur having ſpoke 


enough of the firſt of theſe, I will onely ule a few 
words concerning the two latter. wol.<1 

1 It's as eaſie to be infected, as it is for ſheep to 
catch the rann, tures, and our 
expeſience ſhews us, that one that angles with 
l more fiſh — ph preach- 
ing of Chriſt, and the ſimplicity of him will catch 
in ſome yeers, for errour hath ſomething in us, as 
he chat gave t reaſow. x ther faſter growth of 
p o weeds 


_ Thecorruption of minde deſcribed. 15 
weeds than ſweet herbs, ſaid that the ſoile was na- 
turall mother to the one, and but ſtep- mother to 
the other. | 38 

2 There is no fimplicity of truth, a. multiplici- 
ty of ertour; the ſtreight line between point and 
pointcan be but one; the oblique lines, many; 
therefore it is eaſie to hang upon one temer:hcok 
or other, that look fo many and even contrary 
a ar | 1 

3 Errour is many times more ſpecious to our ſhal- 
low, proud, corrupt reaſon, than the ttuth of 
God, whoſe depths and myſteries cannot other- 
wiſe be ar ſwered, then with, Ta quis en; 

4 The mint-maſters of errour do uſually faſhion 
their doctrines to 3 man- pleaſinęꝑ; 
ye ſhall not cafily finde that falſe pickers did 
preach the burdens of the Lord, but rather as Peter 
* obſerves, 2 Pet. 2. 19. they promiſe liberty, 
which is ſo taking a thing, that looking humane- 
ly, we may wonderthat Chriſt preaching repen- 
tance, ſelf · deniall, the crofſe, ſhould gain any. 


So much for the eaſineſs of being infectedʒ then 
next a word for the difficulty of the cure. 


1 The cure is difficult, becauſe men are hard to 
be convinced of the fin and falſnood, ii with zeal & 
open profeſſion they have maintained it; there- 
fore they in the Council of Tren (as the hiſtory 


relates) would hardly be drawn to admit of any 
TY NDOT ''Þ Kd "receſs 


* ” = 
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4 — —— —_— . 
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7 . wimbadaſeribeit; 
receſs om their IE ay + Widmer, er 
7 


W. = Rede of ag Tm —_—— before 7 5 - 
& made in Ice, uleth to ruane furthet, then 

it is firſt made. u als Ne 
if ig. n deen upon.ghem that, receive 
FI 16 92 dee do give men up to 
cacy o ctrout, OS do viſe recompence 
their . ,by Jelvering IT - — —— 

od luſts, Roms. 1. 27 then pull o 

. full ſeal of Gag, chat {calsthem up in Bur 
pd, nd under a reptobate minds. 
in men. ate great ov car-lovers-of: their —_ 
fancies; Amat quiſque quod a ſe: repertum eſt; no 
2 but loves her own 
t that errors of mindeare not ſin, as 
m 15 Fare, but ,rhere gre diſcaſes | of the 
Hon well as ſeated in other parts. . 
And 9 theſe ca diſtempe 3 65 


great prejudice to pra holineſs, bling - like 
kers char bear naehe but do — we draw 
away the 4 from the fruit · bearing branches. 
80 much for che firſt part, the object of the fear, 
leſt the mindes ot the Corinthians ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the fimplicity of Chriſt : the ſecond 
part. is the re ſemblance of falfereachers to the ſer- 
pent, and his manner ol beguiling Eve by ſubtil- 
ty, leſt as the ſerpent, &cc. 
From which wards the Point isobvious. 


11 


Doct. 
14s Eve was beguiled by the fein of the ſerpent 


— — 


Ps. .-- Ig 
aft "teachers from: 


rs; Satan 


lendnes, ſaith one, they are Satan in 
the ſerpent was, th 

thr deflowering of Chrifts efponſed Virgins. 
The wiſdpme of the ſerpent is conmminded and 
warranted td Gods an the ſubtiſey of the 
ferpent is found in theſe 

ot Doctrine; I cannot, I may not ſpend any time 
in this point, for I have no ſand left q onely ob- 
ſerve; bet 19907 nN g . f 


nens, 4s 


principled with pute doctrine is feated. Goſpel- 

rinciples are not ſo much to be ſcanned by curio- 
= of reaſon, a8 received in ſimplicity of 

2 The Apoſtle alledges the moſt ancient exam- 
ple of corruption of 2 that is in the world; 
that which men call New Zight is many times but 
ſome exploded errour fr 
are but acted once again.” There is properly no 
new truth, but there may be new diſcoveries. 

3 What a ſharp comparifon doth he uſe to re- 
ſemble falſe teachers ? unto rhe devil his firſt in- 
ſtrumentufed by him; and therefore let no man 
remeraciouſly fay, thty art holy men, they aime at 
more refined degree of holineſſe then others: for 
it's no wonder, ſaith the Apoſtle, that if Satan be 
transformed into an Ange of light, his Miniſters 
alſobe transformed or diſguiſed, as the Miniſters 
of righreonfactſe,?®” © - #95557 05: 769512207308 


4 The 


—ͤꝗ—— — 


e Devil Bis Panidors, wor ſting. to 
bverters of thechaſtity - 


1 Thar the defeation the cortuption of men 


up, and old wayes 


I 
; 


4 The Se dec ena — 
ſubtilly « Sep TR tg we mult look 


to our ſelves; it's the uſual time t ſet upon us in 


our infancy of way either to Gilg grace the 
or to plant it be- 


truth newly brought to 
fore it do take root. 


5 That corrupters e Og wich ſubciky „ and 
have their ſlights, Zpheſ. 4. 1 ae's come with 
y beguile 


good words, Rom. 16. 17. the with cnti- 
cing words, Cal. 2. 4. they i Ak lies in hypocriſie: 
1 II. 4. 2. they can wear t e rough garment, and 
ape cloathing. 

c 


ir ſubtiley may be obſerved i in the Serpen - 


tine which they 1 
1 The ſe = ſer upon the weaker ſex, and the 
Apoſtle ſaith, they lead captive filly women. 

2 They are ſabe in being modeſt at firſt, ai 
erroris ſunt verecunda, Hath God ſaid, Gen. 3. ſ. 
the ſerpent, the deceiver begins with queries rath: 
then down-right aſſertions. _ . 

3 They will take their riſe from Gods Word, 

and rather wreſt then deny it, as the ſerpent here 
perverted thoſe words, the knowledge of good and 
evil, roanorher ſenſe and mea 

4 They romiſe magnificent and great things, 


they promiſe them liberty, ſaich Peter.2 Pet. 2. 18. 


Te ſhall be 4s gods, ſaith the ſerpent, what great bub- 
bles are uſually ſpoken af glory, joy, famili rity 
with God, &c. 

5 They comply wich mans pride, with ſelf Kc. 
and fit the bair to the fiſh, They: allure through 


: 
o 


the 


{ 


8 | 7 . ” 8 n of minde deſcribed, 2 _ 
the luſts of the fleſh, &c. 2 Pet. 2. 18. 


6 They draw a man from practical obedience un- 
to extrinlecal, and meer empty ſpeculations (for the 
theorie is pleaſant and eaſie, but the truth is irter. 
They bring points of faith, to thehar & teſt ofcap- 
tious rea ſon: God in the prohibition of this tree, had 
ſhewn much arbitrarineſs of will, to make probati- 
on cf mans obedience, & therefore they ought not 
to have beenarraigned coram non Fudice, as neither 
the cleer points of faith. | 

1 he time puls me by the eare, and therefore for 
cloſe, as deceivers have the Serpents ſubtilty, ſo 
get = the Serpents wiſdom, and if I were to 
preſcribe prophylaQicks or preſervatives I would 
exhort you, 1 To hold the head, and ſo to 
fortifie the vitals from this epidemick infection 


Col. 2. 19. 2 To purſue practicall doctrine, ſolid 


mear, and let alone theſe ſweer meats; the tree of 
knowledge is fair to look on, the tree of life better 
to feed on. 3 Affect not things above the Word, 
a holineſs, a zeal, a knowledge, above what is writ- 
ren:Eve went ſomewhar further then Gods Word 
gave warrant when ſhe replied, neither ſhall ye touch 
it: ſo there are many will ſay, This is the holier 


way, this is the better, not having any Word for it. 


4. Avoid the houſe of infection, the Fowlers net, 
From ſuch turn away, faith the Scripture, if the wo- 
man will confer with the Serpent; you ſee what 
comes on it, it's the itch and pride after noveltics 
that expoſes-us to temptations. 


FINIS. 
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